THE RANI'S STRATAGEM, ars

After a moment’s pause, during which the de-
putation seemed stunned, a unanimous shout
arose, “Dhulip Singh Maharaja, we will go and
die for his kingdom and the Khalsaji!” and
breaking up tumultuously and highly excited,
this dangerous deputation dispersed, and rejoined%
the army. The courage and intuition displayed
by this extraordinary woman under such critical
eircumstances filled us all with as much amaze-
ment as admiration.

The Rani Jindan was very vain of her attrac-
tions, and when I was showing Sir Henry
Lawrence and Sir Robert (then Captain) Napier
round the Palace of Lahore, immediately upon
the occupation after the termination of the first
Sikh campaign, the latter officer asked me if 1
conld manage to procure him a sight of her.
Knowing that Rani Jindan possessed rather more
than ordinary female curiosity, I offered to
gratify her with a sight of the victorious Eng-
lish, and thus it was that her beautiful head
and neck appeared once or twice over a wall,
to the gratification of the officers.

The Rani used to wonder why a matrimonial
alliance was not at once formed for her with
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gome officer of rank, who would then manage
State affairs with her.

She used to send for portraits of all the
officers, and in one especially she took great
interest, and said that he must be a lord. This
Jortunate individual’s name has not transpired,
and, much to the Maharani’s mortification, the
affair went no further. She considered that such
a marriage would have secured the future of
herself and her son.

The British army had reached Lahore on the
20th February 1846, and on the B8th of the
following month a treaty of peace was ratified
between the British Government and the Lahore
durbar. Maharaja Dhulip Singh renounced all
claim to the territories south of the river Sutlej,
and recognised the independence of Gulab Singh
as Raja of Jammu and such other hill territories
as might be assigned to him. Colonel Sir Henry
Lawrence was appointed Resident at Lahore,
where furthermore a large British force was to
remain till the end of the year,

On the 15th March the Governor-General, Sir
Henry Hardinge, invested Gulab Singh with the
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roud and fierce Khalsa army was effectually
ted, though by mno means disgraced, aml
the kingdom of Ranjit Singh reduced to a
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